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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it uses language which may be 
implied as applied in the prior office action. Specifically, the first sentence includes the 
language "The present invention is directed. . .". Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single paragraph on a 
separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that the abstract not exceed 
150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract on the computer tape used by the 
printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology often used in patent claims, such as "means" 
and "said," should be avoided. The abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist 
readers in deciding whether there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information given 
in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The disclosure 
concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure describes," etc. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 22-25 are objected to because of the following informalities: the term "Boolean" 
should be capitalized. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 
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Claims 1, 3-8, 10-15, 17-19, 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated 
by Kensuke et al. (JP 2002-109419) as applied in the prior office action. 

Specifically as to claim 1 , Kensuke et al. disclose a computer-implemented method of 
facilitating e-commerce transactions, the method comprising: receiving a settlement request for a 
purchase account and related information sent from an end user system used by an end user to 
make a purchase from a seller or sent from a store system used by the seller, the related 
information including a purchase price of the purchase and an identifier of the end user[0013- 
0015]; detecting whether an account system of a financial institution is available, wherein the 
account system is where the end user has an account that is appointed for settlement of the 
settlement request; if it is detected that the account system is available, executing a settlement 
procedure by the account system; if it is detected the account system is unavailable, executing an 
automatic financing procedure; determining whether the purchase account of the settlement 
request can be financed , based on financing availability information which specifies a financing 
available amount of the end user, and the purchase price of the purchase[0016]; and if it is 
determined that the purchase account can be financed , then outputting a message that the 
purchase account can be settled through financing; and recording financing information 
regarding a charge account of the end user for the purchase, the charge account being determined 
based on the purchase price of the purchase (see paragraphs [0014]-[0019]). 

Specifically as to claims 3,10 and 17, receiving the financing availability information of 
the end user from the account system at predetermined intervals and replacing the financing 
availability information stored in a data processing system by the received financing availability 
information [0019, 0035]. 
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Specifically as to claims 4, 11, 18 and 21, sending the recorded financing information to 
the account system of the end user at predetermined intervals [0014]. 

Specifically as to claims 5 and 13, receiving a maximum allowable financing information 
which specifies a value up to which the end user is allowed to get financing as the financing 
availability information and a charge account information which specifies a remaining charge 
account of the end user from the account system of the end user; and determining whether the 
purchase account can be settled through financing, based on the received maximum allowable 
financing information and charge account information [0034-0035]. 

Specifically as to claim 6 and 14, wherein it is determined that the purchase account can 
be settled through financing if a value obtained by subtracting the amount of money specified by 
the charge account information and the purchase price of the purchase from a value specified by 
the maximum allowable financing information is not less than 0 [0034]. 

Specifically as to claim 7, 12, and 21, wherein the maximum allowable financing 
information and the charge account information are received from the account system at 
predetermined intervals [0014, drawing 1]. 

Specifically as to claim 8, an apparatus for facilitating e-commerce transaction to which 
an end user system which is used by an end user to make a purchase from a seller and a store 
system used by the seller are connected via a network, the system comprising: a receiver coupled 
with the network to receive a settlement request for a purchase account and related information 
sent from an end user system used by an end user to make a purchase from a seller or sent from a 
store system used by the seller, the related information including a purchase price of the purchase 
and an identifier of the end user; a processor coupled with the receiver [00 13-00 15]; and a 
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memory storing a program including a plurality of code modules which are executable by the 
processor, the plurality of code modules including, a code module for determining whether the 
purchase account of the settlement request can be settled through financing, based on financing 
availability information which specifies financing available amount of the end user, and the 
purchase price of the purchase a detecting module configured to detect whether an account 
system of a financial institution is available, wherein the account system is where the end user 
has an account that is appointed for settlement of the settlement request[0016]; an executing 
module configured to execute a settlement procedure by the account system, if it is detected that 
the account system is available; the executing module configured to execute an automatic 
financing procedure, if it is detected the account system is unavailable; a code module for 
outputting a message that the purchase account can be settled through financing upon 
determining that the purchase account can be settled; a code module for recording financing 
information regarding a charge account of the end user for the purchase upon determining that 
the purchase account can be settled, the charge account being determined based on the purchase 
price of the purchase [0014-0019]. 

Specifically as to claim 15, an apparatus for facilitating e-commerce transaction to which 
an end user system which is used by an end user to make a purchase from a seller and a store 
system used by the seller are connected via a network, the system comprising: means for 
receiving a settlement request for a purchase account and related information sent from an end 
user system used by an end user to make a purchase from a seller or sent from a store system 
used by the seller, the related information including a purchase price of the purchase and an 
identifier of the end user[0013-0014]; means for detecting whether an account system of a 
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financial institution is available, wherein the account system is where the end user has an account 
that is appointed for settlement of the settlement request[0015]; if it is detected that the account 
system is available, means for executing a settlement procedure by the account system; if it is 
detected the account system is unavailable, means for executing an automatic financing 
procedure; means for determining whether the purchase account of the settlement request can 
financed settled through financing, based on financing availability information which specifies 
financing available amount of the end user, and the purchase price of the purchase[0016]; means 
for outputting a message that the purchase account can be settled through financing upon 
determining that the purchase account can be financed and means for recording financing 
information regarding a charge account of the end user for the purchase upon determining that 
the purchase account can be settled, the charge account being determined based on the purchase 
price of the purchase[00 14-00 19]. 

Specifically as to claim 19, In a computer readable medium storing a program for 
facilitating e-commerce transaction to which an end user system which is used by an end user to 
make a purchase from a seller and a store system used by the seller are connected via a network, 
the program comprising: code for receiving a settlement request for a purchase account and 
related information sent from an end user system used by an end user to make a purchase from a 
seller or sent from a store system used by the seller, the related information including a purchase 
price of the purchase and an identifier of the end user; code for detecting whether an account 
system of a financial institution is available, wherein the account system is where the end user 
has an account that is appointed for settlement of the settlement request; if it is detected that the 
account system is available, code for executing a settlement procedure by the account system; if 
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it is detected the account system is unavailable, code for executing an automatic financing 
procedure; code for determining whether the purchase account of the settlement request can be 
financed through financing, based on financing availability information which specifies 
financing available amount of the end user, and the purchase price of the purchase; 
code for outputting a message that the purchase account can be settled through financing upon 
determining that the purchase account can be financed and code for recording financing 
information regarding a charge account of the end user for the purchase upon determining that 
the purchase account can be settled, the charge account being determined based on the purchase 
price of the purchase (see above rejections and citation for claims 1 and 15). 

Specifically as to claims 22, 23, 24 and 25, wherein the detecting of whether the account system 
of the financial institution is available is based on an on/off status table (see drawing 2, 
paragraph [009]), wherein the on/off status table includes a table entry corresponding to each 
banking institution which includes an on/off Boolean indicator associated with each of banking 
institutions to indicate the banking institution's account system's availability (see paragraphs 
[0013-0015]). 

Response to Arguments 

The rejection under 35 USC 112 second paragraph has been overcome and is therefore 
withdrawn. 

In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain features of 
applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies (i.e., 'settling 
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through financing when the settlement accepting server (or accounting system) is unavailable" 
and "able to settle settlement request 24- hours a day" are not recited in the rejected claim(s). 
Although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the specification 
are not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 
1993). 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to KELLY CAMPEN whose telephone number is (571)272-6740. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alexander Kalinowski can be reached on (571) 272-6771 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Alexander Kalinowski/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 

3691 

/KCS/ 



